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;iaquars, crocodies, thiee species of pri-
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As you head indand from the coast, the
forest grows progressively  taller and
danzes, with thick stands of barmbeo and
hright-blue butterfies fluttenng amund
archids. The cpider webe are sturdy
encugh to catch birds, and the cmall nacn
Frogs are of the varsty ued o poson
darte, Tour of the recorve am offend
through Micaragua Adventures (01 |-
S505-003.7 16, nice-adventures.com)
and Tours MNicaragua (01 1-505-270-
B4 1 77 boumsricaraqua.com .
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JUST BACK NICARAGUA

The Next “Next Costa Rica”

ha sast coast of Micaraqua — 285 miles of whits-sand cays, Forested rivers

aned pristine lagoons — s ome of e Carbbesn’s most isalated Fronticrs.

Kncwn as the Miskite Coast (named aFter indigencus Indizns, not the nsact),

it's a placa eo remats that land accnss From the country's capitel city, Managua, fs cut aff

waili iginy sseson — May to Oetober — when the single dirt road becomes impassable

Adventure travelers listen up,
though: The region’s natumal beauty and
rich cultural diversity are slated to
become more accessible vver the next
five years thanks to a $41 million eco-
nomic development plan financed by
the Iuter-American  Devclopment
Bank A %15 million chink is carmarked
for travel and tourism infrastrucoure,
including a new airsrip ar San Juan del
Marre, which will allow Nicaragua to
compete with Costa Rica, its Ouusishing
neighbor 1o the south.

B GOING MATIVE Leading the eco-
tourism charge is the Rio Indio
Adventure Lndgi (B6A-593-3] ?ﬁ;_
rioindiolodge.com), an upscale jungle
iceat (from $200 per person) that
offers sporr fishing, kayak
trips and safaris led by
Rama Indian guides.
TInsil the airport at San
Juan del Morme is builz,
access it via the small
aipsrip at  Bama  del
Colorado, Cuosts Rica, o

Ly boat diewn Blo San Juan From Lake
Micaragua, passing » seoried fort and
forests teeming with wildlife.

B POLE DAMCING A bit farther north,
Bluefields is a bustling town of 45,000
people of mostdly African  and
Mesoamerican Indian heritage. Find
Bluetields ar its best in May during Palo
de Mayo (Maypole), a carnival with
Euro-pagan roors thar was imparted by
[amaican immigrants, While contempo-
fary maypole dancing ix racy the
traditinnal interpreration — with colored
ribbans wrapped around a pole — i stay-
ing » comeback, and the month-long
celehrarion features almost nightly dance
coneests. Recenty openad in the hears
af Blucfields, Oasis Hotsl and Casine
(U11-503-572-2812;
oasishorelcasino.com)  has
14 well-appninted roams
starting ac $75 for a double,
B HOW EAR THIS The
("nrn Islands, a pair of vol-
canle ourcrops 43 miles off
the coast, are Micamgud'
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anives 10 linionsd  Carilslsean
sun-bleached. beachy wouriem, and
their appeal is fast evolving
boyond the budg{tahackpuimr
set. Five-square-mile Big Comn i
reached several dimes a day by
La Cesteda (305-263 1228; E}'
costena.com). a4 Managia-based
giilioe A pew brick roud
nngs the island, and o taxi
anywhere is 2 buck, bue
bikcs arc il thie bear way
1o explore. Maukilus Eca GG
Adventures (011-305-
575-3077; divebigcomn
cam} takes divers to Blowing Rock. a
scries of lava pinnacles that support
a healthy population of spomed eagle
rays and sea rurdes. Maunlus also aper-
ates a guest houwse (from $10) and
eonvivial restanrane
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B FOREIGH ACCENIS [he
20-moom Cee Canada (0111-514-
d4R-RIR0:
opened earlier this year and quick-
ly esmblished froelf as Big Corn's
maost comformble lodging, with king-size
beds, air conditioning, & restanrant and
24-hour elecericiey. (the povernment
power runs only noon o midmghe). All
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raca_ranaida rrm)

roois lmve = aca view, sl dic iuf;uu,}--

edge pool compensaces for the lack of 2

beach. Doubles are 375, You can find
beschfront rooms from 550 ar Tmlian-
owned Don Cetar Boach Hotel (01 1-505-
575-5223; coswrbeachhotel.com), On
I'H'I"Ffl'., 'I'IF rEsraurane Frfpml. !‘LIJ'I.;I:I.-::‘I.I-"I"I.
— 3 mew of coconut milk, lobster, fish,
shrimp, sassavil and plansain — eooked
aver a fire in a kerde on the beach.
B SABY CORN Theres no airport on
00-acre Linde Corng a motorized sliff
makes the cight-mile mip from Big Corn
once o) twice 4 day, scas peunbidng, The
wrwirh end of the idand theleess Lirtde
Corms premier inn, 1 T-cabin Casa iguana
{from $£25; CasigLATTEL), and PAD]
suba center Dive LitHe Corn (divelinde
carm.com). Farm Peace and Love (farm
pescelove.com) on the north end & an
improbable tratrorin serving delicious
sty uiion pie ad deseres.

— Dbt Siovarrson

CT&L REPORT Hibiccus .H'p;:. Wiestiny Casuarina Resort

ho peeds Botos when cavar can accompfish smilar results? The Caviar Facial — »

blend of Hsh ros extract. shea butter snd vitamins — ak the Asian-chic Hibisous Spa
on Grend Cayman is the latast teatment For meplenishing the skin and strngthansing the
alartirity of the Face The rect of the pa menm: vanes From traditional theragies ke Swedich
inaztagn and Papave Body Soub to the mem cantamporery Body Branzing, & soft skin scnd
Follorand by an application of chermizal Fres salF-ennning lotion. The popular Hikiscus Awskening
packogs mvohves an aloe body wiog, o 30-minule metssge, & msmcure and = pedicas, Aad for
paira Lhal cait bee b be apert, the Couples Cnly packoos includes o shared massege mom and

s private hor b Contaot: J45-948. 3800 westincasiarina com — Emily Kruckemyer
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